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Goal	of	SSHRC	Programming	with	Education	
and	Training	

Capability Approach for 
Wellbeing and Education 

Sustainable 
Livelihood 
Approach	

Indigenous Rights 
Based Approach	

Community-led 
Education/Skill Training 

Self-Determination and 
Sustainable Community 

Development	



Objectives	
The	overall	goal	to	realize	the	potential	of	post-secondary	
education	for	student	outcomes,	Indigenous	self-
determination	and	Mino	Bimaadiziwin	when	community-
led	and	project-based.	
This	partnership	will:		
• 1)	Explore	how	community-led	culturally-appropriate	
education	and	projects	can	meet	the	needs	and	priorities	
of	communities;	

• 	2)	Analyze	the	impact	of	projects-based	post-secondary	
education	in	housing	and	food	on	education	outcomes,	
sustainable	livelihoods	and	self-determination;	and	

• 3)	Identify	the	education,	housing	and	food	system	policy	
that	are	barriers	to	Mino	Bimaadiziwin	and	seek	solutions.		



Post-secondary education in remote FNs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SC0NswCF4BE


SSHRC	grant	
designed	to	
create	new	
pathways	to	
Indigenous	
Achievement	

through	
research	



Garden Hill 
and 
Wasagamack 
in Island Lake 



Island Lake history: returning to Mino bimaadiziwin 

Source:	Victor	and	Emma	Harper		



Island Lake history: returning to Mino bimaadiziwin	

Source:	Victor	and	Emma	Harper		





Funding:	75%	for	Island	Lake	students	(stipends,	
travel,	tools)	&	>85%	stays	in	Island	Lake	(annual	
graduation	and	conferences,	etc.)		

• What	if	funding	does	not	result	from	CFI	or	partnership	grant?	

Train	the	trainer	education	to	shadow	instructors	at	Red	River	College	in	Years	1	and	
2	or	2017/2018:	2	WFN	and	2	GHFN	students	x	10	months	x	$2,000/month	=	$80,0000	
with	7	months	in	year	1	($60,000	including	$54,000	travel	+	$6,000	airfare)	and	3	
months	x	$2,000/month	in	year	2	($24,000)	=$80,000		+	$4000	for	family	members	=	
$84,000.	
Tool	sets:	$6526	each	set	x	6	sets=$39,173	for	FN	student	use.	
30	Computers	for	FN	learning	cetnres	x	$1065	:	$31,950	



Stone Soup: Partnership for Northern Teaching 
Lodges is trying to get more resources for post-
secondary education, apprenticeship and housing 
with most universities and colleges in Manitoba 
on board (and others out of province). 
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Schedule	over	6	years	from		
fall	2017/winter	2018	to	2023.	



Supported	Learning	for	HQP	
To	identify	and	design	feasible,	optimal	
sustainable	solutions	to	improve	
community	living,	students	will	apply	their	
theoretical	and	classroom	learning	in	
designing	projects	that	address	
community	deficiencies	under	supervised	
apprenticeships	and	practicums.	



Model:	Pritty	and	
Thompson	
Design:	N.	
Thiessen	



	
	

DEVELOPING	
A	TRUE	

PARTNERSHIP	
THAT	MEETS	
COMMUNITY	

NEEDS	

Source;	Adams,	M.,et	al		2014.	Towards	increased	
engagement	between		academic	and	indigenous	
community	partners	in	ecological	research.	
	Ecology	&	Society	19	(3):	5	



21	Focus	Group	Discussions:	
Wasagamack	First	Nations	



Meetings	at	RRC	fall	of	2015	to	summer	2016	
regarding	housing	education	and	partnership	



Research	meetings	at	Garden	Hill	&	Wasagamack	FN	
with	4	Universities/colleges	in	2016		



4	Stages	of	Northern	Teaching	Lodges	Partnership	
Cycle	

First	Nation	community	team		
leading	education	&	project	planning	

with	partners	assisting	through	
	financial	&	research	protocols	

established	with	
	community				

															Postsecondary	
										students	in	remote	
							First	Nations	learn		
skills	and	knowledge		
through	housing,	food	
and	other	community		
	projects	assisted		by		
Post	secondary	
			instructors,	partners	
						&	apprenticeships/	
														practicums	

							Assess	educational	&	
community	development	
outcomes	and	the	role	for	

partnerships	assisting	through			
			designs,	education,		advocacy	

and	research.	
	

Elders,	media,	
articles,	video,	
presentations	
mobilize	and	transmit	
knowledge	to	make	
waves	of	change	in	
policy,	First	Nations	
and	other			
communities		

Credit:	Medicine	wheel	idea:	Camille	
Callison	



Housing	is	the	major	issue	in	Wasagamack	
and	Garden	Hill	FNs	



Housing Crisis in Island Lake 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgySkmyho1U	

	
Poor	housing	=	poor	health	

• Housing	and	health	have	a	direct	linear	relationship	
• Housing	conditions	correlated	with:	

•  communicable	diseases,		
•  accidents	and	injuries,		
•  psychological	trauma		
•  	social	dysfunction		
•  various	respiratory	diseases,		
•  cancer,		
•  hepatitis,		
•  rheumatic	fever,		
•  asthma	and		
•  tuberculosis		

Healthier	housing	=	Better	health	



Housing	as	community	healing	
	and	economic	renewal	

	
This	research	partnership	is	inspired	by	the	
Royal	Commission	on	Aboriginal	Peoples	
(RCAP)	:	
	
	“injection	of	capital	and	the	integration	of	
housing	objectives	with	other	social	and	
economic	activities	in	Aboriginal	communities	
will	create	a	synergistic	effect,	making	housing	
a	source	of	community	healing	and	economic	
renewal”	(RCAP,	1996,	Vol.	3,	p.	341).		
	



Sustainable	benefits	to	FNs	
from	development	

Community-scale	pilot	response	to	the	Truth	
and	Reconciliation	(TRC)	Calls	for	Action	to:	
“Ensure	that	Aboriginal	peoples	have	equitable	
access	to	jobs,	training,	and	education	
opportunities	in	the	corporate	sector,	and	that	
Aboriginal	communities	gain	long-term	
sustainable	benefits	from	economic	
development	projects”	(TRC,	Section	92,	ii).	



Housing	Objectives:		
-	Design,	model,	build	and	
monitor	a	culturally-
appropriate,	net	zero,	
sustainable	northern	house	
using	local	materials	where	
possible;		
-	Develop	a	projects-based	
certificate	program	that	
could	lead	to	a	degree	or	
diploma	for	sustainable	
northern	housing	with	
apprenticeship,	curriculum,	
films	and	teaching	resources	
to	support	this	new	
programming.	

		Design:	Eric	Bjornson,	Architectural	Drawings:	Etham	Tar	



Housing	Situation	in	Garden	Hill	First	Nation	
(GHFN)	compared	to	Manitoba	
	Criteria	 Garden	Hill	

First	Nations	
Manitoba	 Referenc

es	

Total	number	of	occupied	private	dwellings	by	
condition	of	dwelling	

520		 465,805		 		
		

Statistics	
Canada	

(2013,	2013a)	
Only	regular	maintenance	or	minor	repairs	needed	

180	(35%)	 416,110	(89%)	
Major	repairs	needed	

340	(65%)	 49,695	(11%)	
One	person	or	fewer	per	room	

270	(52%)	 452,570	(97%)	
More	than	one	person	per	room	

245	(47%)	 13,235	(2.8%)	



Community	working	with	architects		
and	builders	on	sustainable	housing	



Design/build	housing	course		
in	2019	or	2020		

Prof.	Coar	is	an	architect	and	university	professor	that	is	
proposing	as	part	of	partnership	to	do	a	design/build	
course	in	Garden	Hill	FN	to	assist	with	designing	this	
research/education	centre	involving:	
• 	10-15	graduate	students	in	architecture	at	University	of	
Manitoba	&	

• 	15	-20	local	students	from	Garden	Hill	working	together	
to	build	capacity	and	improve	the	design	building	a	
sustainable	house	in	Garden	Hill	First	Nation.		

• community	design	build	workshops	to	study	what	the	
community	wants	in	their	housing	where	local	people’s	
input	will	be	listened	to	and	their	input	incorporated.		
\	



Food Security Findings in Northern  
Manitoba Communities for 2009 
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A research program with Garden Hill & 
Wasgamack FNs on community 
development has taken place for many 
years 



Food Security Findings in Northern  
Manitoba Communities for 2009 
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Working with Garden Hill Fishers 
Association 
on their business plan 



Land Use Research Design & Training 





International	Permaculture	design	certificate	for	five	
people	in	Island	Lake	in		2017	



Conclusion: 
How can we partner and work together to build 
post-secondary education, apprenticeship and  
housing for community healing and economic 
renewal? 
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